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Volunteers Sort Food From  
Postal Workers Drive, May 2013 

Welcome from Our Executive Director 

As I come to the end of my first year as Executive Director of 
Brazosport Cares, I am excited to share our accomplishments 
this past year. 
 

The focus in 2013 was renewal.  We renewed our relationships 
with the Brazosport community as well as our donors, resulting 
in a balanced budget.  We renewed our commitment to partner 
with the Houston Food Bank, resulting in more nutritious food 
being distributed to local families.  We renewed our relation-
ships with other nonprofit agencies to connect pantry families 
with much needed resources.  Lastly, we began the process of 
renewing our existing facility via a Dow Gives community grant. 
 

Looking into 2014, our emphasis will be to understand the 
needs of pantry families and how we can better their lives. 
Continuing to build on relationships with other nonprofits, we 
will use food as a catalyst to communicate and connect availa-
ble education and social services to families in need.   
 

I invite you to come visit us and see for yourself the impact we 
are making in our community. 

                                                         Christy Frey, Executive Director 
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Why We Exist 

To effectively channel com-

munity support and the re-

sources of existing public 

and private agencies to low 

income Brazosport area res-

idents in need of emergency 

food assistance and in need 

of answers to their physical, 

spiritual, and social prob-

lems during times of dis-

tress.   

Hunger Facts  

On a typical day in southeast 

Texas one in five households 

faces food insecurity.  They live 

with the threat of being hungry, 

or having inconsistent access 

to food. It's even worse for kids: 

one in four children is food in-

secure in southeast Texas.  

The percentage of households 

experiencing crippling hunger, 

or "very low food security is 

6.5%. 

Per the Houston Food Bank, ‘If 

you're worried about keeping 

food on the table, it's likely 

you're worried about all your 

household expenses and dis-

tracted from achieving other 

goals that can make life better.’ 



Seeing The  

Big Picture 

 

Stan, a friendly middle

-aged man, came to 

Brazosport Cares 

searching for food, 

but left with more.   

Stan’s finances were poor 

and so was his health, 

which included issues with 

high blood pressure and 

rapidly deteriorating eye-

sight. With no money and 

no hope of working, Stan 

visited Brazosport Cares to 

receive food assistance.  

Over time, the interviewers 

worked with Stan and re-

ferred him to an affordable 

local clinic where they di-

agnosed his condition and 

arranged for him to have 

eye surgery.  During recov-

ery, Stan greatly appreciat-

ed being placed on the 

pantry’s home delivery 

schedule.   Today Stan’s 

sight is recovering and he 

is seeking employment.  

We wish Stan the very 

best! 

 Total # Families Served  Total # Individuals Served 

 2013 2012 2011 2010  2013 2012 2011 2010 

Annual 5,170 5,264 5,563 5,557   11,491 11,838 13,054 13,013 

                    

Monthly Avg. 431 439 464 463   958 987 1,088 1,084 

                    

Avg Family 2.22 2.25 2.35 2.34           

          

      

In 2013 an average of 431 families visited Brazosport Cares each 

month, indicating there is still a great need for food assistance in Bra-

zoria County.   Overall, there was a 7% reduction in the number of 

visits from 2010 to 2013, coinciding with positive changes in the econ-

omy.* 

*Bureau of Labor Statistics– Unemployment rate (Texas) 

dropped from 8.1% in 2010 to 6.3% in 2013.  http://data.bls.gov 
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Successful, Growing Programs 

Home Deliveries– Monthly delivery service is available for clients who have 

physical disabilities which prevent them from visiting the pantry. Fourteen 

elderly or disabled individuals were assisted in 2013. (See article on this page) 

Share Your Holiday-In December of 2013, Brazosport Cares obtained spe-

cially-packed boxes of food from the Houston Food Bank (HFB), supple-

mented them with fresh produce and assisted 33 families in our area who 

had contacted the food assistance hot line sponsored by the HFB. 

Volunteerism– Brazosport Cares provides meaningful ways for individuals 

and groups to serve the community.  As of 2013, Brazosport Cares is a 

member of the  Volunteer Match program and will gladly make special ac-

commodations to groups wishing to volunteer. 

Youth Education– Brazosport Cares is dedicated to promoting hunger 

awareness and is delighted to receive visits, help and donations from groups 

such as the Boy Scouts and church youth, providing an opportunity for them 

to learn about the local issue of hunger. 

Program Impact 

Emergency Food Assistance 2013 



Our Dedicated 
Volunteers 

Brazosport Cares Food 

Pantry is totally volunteer

-driven. Given the size 

and the complexity of the 

food pantry operation 

this is an amazing ac-

complishment and 

speaks to the skill level 

and dedication of the 

volunteers. 

Volunteers are responsi-
ble for all aspects of food 
procurement, storage, 
and distribution, as well 
as client services, organ-
izational and office tasks. 
Volunteers assist with 
the major food drives 
and food distribution.  
 

Brazosport Cares logged 

7423 hours  
of volunteer time 
in 2013. 
 

In addition to the 
35+volunteers that it 
takes to operate the pan-
try each week, the pantry 
appreciates the individu-
als and groups that 
helped with major food 
drives and the annual 
‘Share Your Holiday’ dis-
tribution, as well as vol-
unteers who assisted 
with special projects like 
pulling up old flooring, 
rearranging the ware-
house, moving office fur-
niture, cleaning/
redecorating, putting to-
gether birthday bags for 
clients’ children, and so, 
so much more.  
. 

Financials 

Income and Expenses 

Income 

 

      In addition, over 75,000 lbs of in kind food and  
             personal care donations were received in 2013 

 

Expenses 

 

 

Donations, Grants, & 
Gifts 

$ 86,168 

Fundraising $ 20,259 

Investment Income $      103 

                                                     
Total 

 

$106,530 

Food Purchases $ 43,974 

Other Program  
   & Admin Expenses 

$ 23,189 

 

Total 
 

$ 67,163 
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Who are Our Clients? 

Clients equally divided  

between Male & Female 



Contact Us 

Staff: 
 

Christy Frey,  

   Executive Director 

Laura Mergenhagen,  

    Assistant Director 

 

Office &  
Donation Hours: 
 

Tuesdays/ Thursdays 

9:00—11:30 a.m. 

 

916 N. Gulf Blvd 

Freeport, TX  77541 

Phone: (979) 239-1225 

 

Email:  
bpcares@sbcglobal.net 

 

Visit & Like us on 

Facebook 

 

 Website (Coming Soon) 

www.brazosportcares.org 

How You Can Help 

Your donation is more important than ever 
before.  Donations by mail may be made 
to: Brazosport Cares, 916 N. Gulf Blvd, 
Freeport, TX  77541. 

Why not volunteer and make a differ-
ence?  Visit our webpage to learn more or 
contact  our volunteer coordinator,  
  Laura Mergenhagen, at 979-236-3155  
 

Save These Dates! 
 

  Brazosport Cares Open House 
April  24th 

Come see improvements made possi-
ble by our 2013 DowGives Grant! 

 

Feinstein Challenge; In March & 
April all donations are matched-  

See Facebook for details 

 

  Fourth Annual 
 “Will Dance for Food”  

  Charity Event, Sept 14th 

Board of Directors 2014 

Quinton Anderson 

Margie Boston 

Ursula Clarke 

Cliff Dusek 

Dave Edgington 

Jo Ann Forse 

Christy Frey, Exec. Director 

Paula Garrett, Co-Treasurer 

Jean Good 

Susie Gore 

Agnes Harris 

Becky McClendon,  

   President  

Patricia Person 

Elaine Polemenakos, 

   Secretary 

Cinda Puckett 

Ed Smolen 

Ann Tate, Co-Treasurer 

Joe Trussell 

Steve Wallace  

Don White,  

   Vice President 
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A Look Forward Into 2014 

Half of all households utilizing emer-

gency food assistance in our area 

have at least one working 

adult.  They're trying to make ends 

meet, but can't earn enough to keep 

food on the table.  One of our key 

objectives in 2014 is to better under-

stand the challenges of the working 

poor and how best to address. 


